


OVERVIEW

Thisyear's VBS theme is Press On, looking at how perseverance played a huge role in the apostle Paul's missionary
journeys. These lessons and daily themes will be emphasized throughout the five days of skits. Each day, the
main characters learn valuable lessons and help give the audience a picture of the joys and challenges we face
as followers of Christ. The purpose of the skits is to get the kids engaged and thinking about how the themes and
Biblical lessons can relate in their own lives.

This year, our skits are taken straight from the book of Acts. They can be used as an alternative to telling the
Bible story each day or as a visual way to bring the lessons to life. A few things to note: If you are doing a VBS that
is fewer than five days long and still desire to have a drama element, we recommend combining Days 2 & 3 or
altering the scripts, as they are written in the context of a full week. Additionally, feel free to adapt the characters
to fit the demographics of your team.

CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS

Each day of skits includes a cast list, but the character overviews are below. Depending on the size of your team,
you can add more characters or take out some of the supporting roles. We suggest having the same person play
each of the main characters for the sake of consistency; however, there are several prominent characters who
only appear in one of the five days (e.g., Barnabas, Philippian Jailer, Julius), so feel free to assign these characters
to one person. Feel free to alter the script/characters to fit your team.

Main Characters

0 Jaime - Child #1 (female)

o Alex - Child #2 (male)

o Dr. Taylor - (female) Museum curator, older/wiser, offers Biblical knowledge & insight

o Saul/Paul - the apostle Paul (Saul in the first two days), who was called by Jesus to be a missionary.

Supporting Characters

Paul's companions
Barnabas
Soldiers*
Philippian Jailer
Other prisoners*
Publius

Other Disciples
Silas

Ananias*
Centurion (Julius)
Other soldiers/sailors*
Malta islanders
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*Non-speaking roles



Settings and Props

The setting for these skits will be similar each day. The major locations will be the Bible Museum and an outdoor
setting of “Bible times.” Backdrops can be the same, but you might want to consider having daytime, nighttime, and
extra setting options (e.g., city buildings, seaside, jail cell).

Props for these skits could include, but are not limited to:

o Costumes for Bible characters

0 Sound system/extra lights for stage use

0 Life-size cardboard frames (3-4)

0 Museum artifacts/pedestals

o Flashlight, backpack, books, or other things for the kids to carry
o ABible

o Fake greenery and rocks

o Signs (posters) for locations and names of people from the stories
o Jail bars/chains

o Cardboard waves and/or boat

0 Rolled parchments, quill/ink, writing desk



DAY 1 - AIM FOR THE GOAL

OPENING SESSION

Characters: Jaime, Alex, Dr. Taylor

(Setting: Jaime and Alex are walking through the Bible Museum. Jaime is focusing on her worksheet packet while Alex is
constantly looking around, taking everything in. Stephen (praying to God) & Saul/Paul (angry with crossed arms/pointing a
finger at Stephen) are frozen behind two picture frames that the kids walk past and talk about. The scene can include other
museum artifacts and signs if desired.)
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Wow! This Bible Museum is so cool! It just keeps getting better and better,don’t you think,
Jaime?

(Looking intently at her worksheet packet and brochure/map, she brushes off Alex’s excitement.)
Yeah, yeah, really cool, Alex. Do you know which exhibit is up next? | didn't see any signs,
and | want to make sure we get all the answers to our worksheet.

(Walking into the scene.) Hey kids! Can | help you find something? My name is Dr. Taylor,
and | am the museum curator here.

Yes, please. We're looking for the—(Reading her worksheet and trying to pronounce the
name)—Exhibit of the Acts and Apostles?

Perfect! You've just entered the book of Acts.

We're in a book?

(Chuckling.) Not physically. Metaphorically. Are you here for a school project?

Yep! I'm Alex, and this is Jaime, my project partner. (Jaime is still focused on her worksheet
and trying to write information from a nearby sign.) Well...we're supposed to be partners,
but Jaime is basically doing everything.

(Huffing a frustrated breath.) You're not offering to help much! Our goal is to get through
all the exhibits, finish this worksheet packet, and get back to our meeting point before we
have to get on the bus and go back to the school at three o'clock. (Alex puts his hands up in
defense.)

You seem to be pretty focused on your task, Jaime.

That's the goal.

But you aren’t enjoying the museum! Did you even see the huge ark with all those wax
animals back in the Genesis Exhibit?

Of course | did! (Shaking the worksheet in Alex’s face.) That gave us the answer to question
four.

What has been your favorite part of the museum so far?
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| loved the temple that King Solomon built—that thing must have been crazy to see in
person, let alone build!

That is a good one. Jaime, what about you?

(Avoiding eye contact and looking guilty while trying to find something to say.) Well...I guess
the part about...um...I think there was a part about a guy and some lions... that was pretty
cool, | guess.

Have you even been paying attention to anything other than our silly worksheet packet?
(Rolling her eyes.) Of course | have. (In a quieter voice.) I've been reading the signs...

The signs are good for information. But if | might make a suggestion, Jaime, it's more
important to understand the history of the Bible and believe it than just to know the

information.

(Contritely accepting the suggestion.) Yeah, you're not the first person to tell me that. | guess
| get so focused on the end goal, that | forget to enjoy the process.

Well, now there is something to be said about aiming for a goal. | think that is a wonderful
trait that many people don't think is important. (Gesturing to the first “picture” of Stephen.)
Take Stephen, for example.

Who was Stephen?

Stephen was the first martyr for Jesus. A martyr is someone who dies for what they
believe in. Stephen was stoned to death for telling people about Jesus. You could say that
following Jesus was the goal he aimed for, even if it did cost him his life.

Wow, that is crazy.

Hey, isn't there a question about Stephen on our worksheet?

There is! “How and why did Stephen die?”

Dr. Taylor just told us! | can write that one down. (Gesturing for the worksheet packet and
pencil. jaime reluctantly gives it to him.)

(As Alex scribbles, she looks to the next picture of Saul/Paul.) Who is that?

Ah, now this is an interesting character. Saul of Tarsus. His goal was to get rid of all those
who called themselves believers in Jesus.

That sounds pretty intense... Why would he want to do that?
(Looking at the picture.) He believed they were wrong about who Jesus was. As a Jewish
Pharisee, Saul was still waiting for the Messiah who would come to save the world, but he

didn't realize that Jesus was that Messiah.

(Finishing his writing and handing the worksheet packet/pencil back to Jaime.) If he was Jewish,
why wouldn't he believe in Jesus? Jesus did miracles and fulfilled scriptures, right?

That's right.
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Alex Seems like it would be a no-brainer.

Dr. Taylor It wasn't as easy as that, Alex. In fact, Saul found out who Jesus truly was in a pretty
amazing way. (Pulls out a Bible or picks it up from a pedestal and hands it to Alex.) Why don't
you read it for yourself? It's in the book of Acts, chapter nine. I'll see you two later—enjoy
this interactive display! (Dr. Taylor exits the scene.)

Alex Chapter nine, okay.

(Alex holds the Bible as if getting ready to look up the passage. The minute he opens the Bible, the kids begin to “fall” into the
book. Use lighting and sound effects if desired to make this transition more exciting.)

Jaime Alex, what is happening?
Alex | don't know! Hang on!

(The two kids pretend to be pulled away/fall down as if being pulled into the Bible. All exit scene.)

CLOSING SESSION

Characters: Jaime, Alex, Saul, Saul's Companions (Comp. 1-3), Dr. Taylor

(Setting: Outdoor setting on the road to Damascus. Have fake plants and rocks for the kids to hide behind. They start by
“falling” into the scene and scrambling to hide as Saul and his companions walk into the scene.)

Alex (Colliding with Jaime as they fall to the ground.) Whoa! Watch out, Jaime!

Jaime You watch out, Alex! You fell on my pencil and now it's broken. (Searching frantically in her
pockets and backpack.) Do you have another one? We have to finish our worksheet packet!

Alex (Standing up and offering Jaime a hand up. He still holds the Bible in one hand.) Remember
whatDr, Taylor said: it's more important to aim for the goal of understanding and believing
the Bible than only knowing it.

Jaime (Taking his hand and standing up, she brushes herself off and puts her hands on her hips.) Will
you tell that to our teacher when we turn in an incomplete assignment?

Alex Oh, right...well—

Jaime —Wait, where are we? (Both children suddenly look around them and realize they are not in

the museum anymore.) Alex...what did you do?
Alex Nothing! | just opened the Bible Dr. Taylor gave me.
Jaime That's so weird. It looks almost like we are in—Ah! Get down!
(Jaime pulls Alex down behind a plant or rock as Saul and his companions walk out.)
Alex Who are they?

Jaime (Whispering.) Shh! I'm not sure, but be quiet!



Saul There's Damascus, | see it in the distance.

Comp. 1 Yes, sir. We are nearly there.

Comp. 2 Only a few more hours and we'll be at the synagogue.

Saul (Acting victorious and rubbing his hands together wickedly.) Rabbi Zacharias said there are
several Christians who have been making trouble for the leaders. I'm excited to put them
behind bars!

Comp. 3 Maybe they will have information for us about believers in other cities.

Saul That's my goal. The more we can stop the spread of this blasphemous information about

Jesus of Nazareth, the better.
Comp. 1 You're the best at catching Christians, sir.
Saul I'm proud of it!
(The focus shifts to the kids who are still hiding. Saul and his companions continue walking/talking silently.)

Alex (Whispering.) Jaime, | can't believe this is happening! That is Saul. The Saul who persecuted
early believers.

Jaime (Whispering back frantically.) Persecuted? What does that even mean?
Alex I'm pretty sure this is what Dr. Taylor talked about. Saul was really mean to people who
didn't believe the same things he did. In this case, Saul and the followers of Jesus didn't

agree, so he threw a lot of them in prison to get them to stop talking.

Jaime (Rubbing her temples and speaking quickly.) This is crazy. How are we here? We have to get
back. What if we're stuck here forever?

Alex Calm down, it'll be fine.
Jaime How do you know?
Alex | don't know! But maybe we're supposed to learn something here.
aime | don't care about learning stuff, | just want to go—
8 J 8

(Everyone freezes when a loud voice comes from out of nowhere. If possible, have a bright light shining onto Saul’s face.)
Jesus Saul! Saull Why are you persecuting me?

Saul (Falling to the ground in amazement and awe. His companions hear but pretend not to see
anything.) Who...who are you, Lord?

Jesus I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.
Comp. 1 (Kneeling by Saul, trying to do something to help.) Sir! What is going on? Sir?
Comp. 2 (Looking around in confusion.) Who is he talking to?
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Jesus Rise, Saul. Go into the city and you will be told what you should do.

Saul (Standing up but stumbling around with his eyes closed as if blind.) Someone help, | can't see
anything!

Comp. 1 Who was that, Sir?

Saul (Turning toward Comp. 1's voice. Speaking in an awed voice.) That was...the Lord Jesus. Didn't

you see Him?

Comp. 2 We heard the voice, but couldn't see anyone.
Comp. 3 What was it like?
Saul (Still in shock from the encounter.) | saw the brightest light I've ever seen in my life, and now

| can't see anything! But | know it was the Lord...He told me to go into the city.

Comp. 1 Then what?

Saul | don't know, but | think it's important to do as He says.

Comp. 2 (Mouth gaping.) Why would you obey Jesus of Nazareth?

Saul (Acting bewildered.) | can't explain it, but | feel the urge to do what He told me. Just lead me

to Damascus. The Lord said I'll be told what to do next.

Comp. 1 (Shaking his head along with the other companions, but taking Saul’s arm to lead him to
Damascus.) As you say, sir. C'mon, everyone, let's go to Damascus.

(The four travelers leave the scene as Alex and Jaime stand from their hiding place.)

Jaime (In shock.) Okay...what just happened?

Alex | think that was the moment Saul found out who Jesus was. Dr. Taylor did say it was pretty
amazing!

Jaime | can't believe we just witnessed that! (Rubbing her head as if it hurts.) If | think too much

about how we are here, my head is going to explode.

Alex Yuck.

Jaime Ha ha, | was exaggerating.

Alex (Holding out his Bible.) | wonder if it has something to do with opening the Bible? Should |
try it again?

Jaime | guess so...but what if we go even deeper into Bible times?

Alex (Shrugging.) Only one way to find out.

(Alex opens the Bible to Acts 9 again, and the kids fall or act like they're being pulled in once more. Lights can go out, or use
the sound effect to signal the transition. The museum props can be set back up while the lights are off.)

Dr. Taylor (Walking in and acting as if nothing happened to the kids.) So, that was a pretty incredible
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(All exit the scene.)

story, wasn't it?
Wha—?
Whoa.

| thought so too when | first read about the account! Saul got quite the surprise; his life
was completely changed. When you keep reading, you'll see that, rather than persecuting
Christians, Saul aimed for the goal of following and sharing about Jesus as long as he
lived.

That was the most interesting Bible lesson I've ever... read.

Yeah, me too. | guess it is an important goal to understand and live by what God says in
the Bible rather than only knowing the facts. It'll make filling out the worksheet more fun
too.

I'm glad you think so, Jaime! Saul's story gets better the further you get in Acts. His life is a
great example of trusting in the Lord and persevering through challenges, so | encourage
you to keep on... reading. (She emphasizes the word reading with a wink to the audience.)
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